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NIGHT OF RECKONING
District 86 board cuts football, swimming, wrestling and bevy of activities 

at Hinsdale Central and South High Schools for 2019-20 school-year (pp. 5, 7)

ARCHIVE PHOTO BY COREY HUTH



The vote
Yes - Bo Blackburn, Kevin Camden, Bill 
Carpenter, Keith Chval, Jennifer Planson

No - Kathleen Hirsman

Budget cuts summary

• Athletics programs - $789,000
   - Football, swimming, wrestling, water polo, 
bass fishing 
• Extracurricular clubs and activities - 
$405,000
• Staffing reductions from adjustment of 
pupil to instructor ratio - $1.06 million
• Reduction of four administrators - 
$587,000
• Transportation (i.e. busing) cuts - 
$237,000
• Reduction of five ESP staff members - 
$230,000
• Administration and support staff freeze - 
$144,000
• Elimination of music tutors - $130,000
Grand estimated total: $3.58 million

Note: Cuts are reflective of 2019-20 school-
year; all estimated figures are rounded
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(630)202-1678 
laura.marquardt714@gmail.com 

 Home for the Holidays  
Homes for Sale: 

 
 

        62 Bonnie Lane, Clarendon Hills      
5/6 BR, 3.2 BA 2 Story w/Fin Basement 

   $789,000 
Condos for Sale: 

1198 Royal Glen Dr Unit 206, Glen Ellyn   
1 BR, 1 BA w/beautiful views tucked away with 

lots of privacy   
         $90,000 

 
  740 Cherrywood Ln Unit C, Willowbroook 
  2 BR, 2 BA w/water views. Nice quiet location! 
    $173,500 
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DISTRICT 86

Mike Ellis

DARIEN—The District 86 
Board of Education voted 
to cut football, swimming 
and a host of other athletic 
programs and activities at 
both Hinsdale Central and 
South High Schools by a 
6-to-1 margin at its meeting 
in the Hinsdale South cafe-
teria on Monday night.

The cuts, effective for 
the 2019-20 school-year, 
totaled approximately $3.6 
million altogether.

Superintendent Dr. Bruce 
Law had recommended that 
the board shift $2.1 million 
for the 2019-20 school-
year, so that the district 
could begin making needed 
facilities improvements.

But the board elect-
ed to make substantially 
more cuts than was recom-
mended by the administra-
tion—roughly $1.5 million 
more—terminating foot-
ball, swimming and a bevy 
of other co-curriculars, 
resulting in an estimated 
$1.194 million in savings to 
the district in 2019-20.

Board vice president 
Kevin Camden made the 
motion to eliminate foot-
ball, swimming and several 
other athletic programs.

“After reviewing numbers 
and other things over the last 
week, I’m proposing elim-
ination of football, wres-
tling, swimming, water polo 
and bass fishing,” Camden 
said, adding that he believes 
marching band cuts are also 
necessary.

According to data provid-
ed to the board by the ad-
ministration, the total cost 
to operate football at both 
Central and South is approx-
imately $330,000, with the 

schools collectively generat-
ing $55,000 in revenues, for 
a net loss of nearly $275,000 
per annum.

In order to impact few-
er athletic programs, board 
member Bo Blackburn, who 
was appointed to fill the re-
mainder of Robin Gonzales’s 
term earlier this year, said 
football “has to be touched.”

Another reason urged for 
the maneuver was the fact 
that according to Dr. Law, 
football “survives [Title IX] 
scrutiny,” as there is no girls’ 
football offering.

Board secretary Kathleen 
Hirsman, who cast the sole 
dissenting vote, said she felt 
the sweeping move was rash.

“I’m very reluctant to 
make these wholesale cuts 
to sports that are so popular 
and high-profile,” Hirsman 
said. “I would much rather 
see these cuts be across the 
board, because they would 
have much less of an impact 
on students.”

As far as swimming and 
water polo are concerned, 

Board cuts football, 
swimming at HC, HS

Continued on page 7
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A dedicated partner to help 
with the homebuying process.

Call today and put my 
knowledge to work for you.

Jande Stillman Hansen 
Private Wealth Mortgage Banker | 630.235.9671
jande.hansen@usbank.com | jandehansen.com 
NMLS #: 418584

board member Nancy Pollak 
said those cuts would have 
happened eventually, due to 
the failure of aquatic facili-
ties.

“I completely understand 
the swimming and all of the 
other sports that utilize the 
pool, because if our commu-
nity doesn’t want to support 
a pool, then those programs 
are going to go away any-
way,” Pollak said.

It should also be noted that 
Central boasts the most dec-
orated boys swimming pro-
gram in Illinois, having cap-
tured 12 consecutive state 
championships from 1967 to 
1978. 

Board member Jennifer 
Planson expressed apprehen-
sion concerning the motion 
at first, desiring to work out 
the entire cutting arithmetic, 
and then seeing if football 
“remains on the chopping 
block, because it’s a large, 
male-dominated sport.”

As the discussion shift-
ed to extracurricular activ-
ities, Pollak explained that 
the activities directors at 
both schools recommended 
$405,000 in aggregate cuts 
to clubs and activities.

“I think activities are 
something different,” she 
said, adding that interest in 
any given extracurricular is 
“student-driven.” 

Camden said he doesn’t 
support eliminating National 
Honor Society (NHS), be-
cause he believes that would 
be “disadvantageous” to stu-
dents.

Planson said it appeared 
that the schools were con-
sidering establishing a Dis-
trict 86 NHS program in lieu 
of separate chapters at each 
school.

“Some of the proposed 
eliminations are concerning 
to me, but I will leave it up 
to activities directors at both 
schools,” she said, adding 
that the dollar amount pro-
posed seemed “acceptable.”

The other significant part 
of the cuts made on Monday 
night as far as direct impact 
on students is concerned is 
the increase of the pupil to 
instructor ratio to 25 to 1 on 
average across the board at 
both schools.

The savings accrued from 
staffing reductions that will 
result from this increase are 
approximately $1.05 million.

Other noteworthy 2019-20 
budgetary cuts include (with 
rounded figures attached):

• Reduction of four admin-
istrators - $587,000;

• Transportation cost 
reductions (i.e. busing) - 
$237,000; and

• Administration and 
support staff pay freezes - 
$144,000.

As the board prepared to 
vote on cuts in the aggregate, 
Planson observed that it had 

considerably exceeded the 
target it was given by the ad-
ministration for 2019-20.

“I know that there is the 
need there, but co-curricu-
lars at $1 million, you’re still 
above the $2.1 [million] if 
you back out co-curriculars,” 
she said.

Board member Keith Ch-
val replied that he would 
remove the contemplated 
increase to pupil to instructor 
ratio before touching the pro-
posed cuts to co-curriculars.

The roll call was ordered, 
and with the sound of six 
“yes’s,” the programs were 
instantly no more at both 
high schools.

In order to continue shift-
ing funds to accommodate 
facilities improvements, ad-
ditional cuts will be neces-
sary for the 2020-21 school-
year and beyond.

At the same meeting, the 
board voted to place an ap-
proximately $130 million 
facilities referendum on the 
April 2019 ballot.

The board will next meet 
at Hinsdale Central on Jan. 7.  

Continued from page 5

kid-crazy, fun-loving,
destroyers of sugar bugs.

Choose the best for your child.
Choose a Board Certified Specialist in Pediatric Dentistry.
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911 N. Elm Street, Suite 228 Hinsdale, IL 60521
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Admin. recommended 
$2.1 million in cuts for 
2019-20 school-year

“I’m very reluctant to make these wholesale 
cuts to sports that are so popular and high-
profile. I would much rather see these cuts 
be across the board, because they would 
have much less of an impact on students.”
Kathleen Hirsman, District 86 board secretary, who 

cast sole dissenting vote against budget cuts

“I know that there is the need there, but 
co-curricular [cuts] at $1 million, you’re still 
above the $2.1 [million] if you back out of 

co-curriculars.”
Jennifer Planson, District 86 board member




