VILLAGE

Austin publicly endorses
District 86 referendum

Mike Ellis

Clarendon Hills village
president Len Austin is pub-
licly endorsing the $139.8
million District 86 referen-
dum question that will appear
on the ballot on April 2.

Austin declared his support
for the referendum through
the following message con-
veyed by the D86 Vote Yes
campaign the week of Jan.
28.

“Hi my name is Len Austin.
I am the Village President of
Clarendon Hills. I was elected
to this position in 2015 as a
write-in candidate. I mention
this because I want to acknowl-
edge that our slate was success-
ful because of the support of
the CITIZENS of Clarendon
Hills. My use of citizens” is
not to be confused with the
mailings and constant contact
emails you receive from a group
named Citizens for Clarendon
Hills, “C4CH” This group, to
my knowledge, is ONE person.
This person does NOT repre-
sent our community as a whole.

“Recently a friend from Hin-
sdale approached me, asking
me why Clarendon Hills resi-
dents are so opposed to the ref-
erendum. He and many others
have been fooled into thinking
that this group represents our
town. Please be clear, that is not
the case.

“The village of Clarendon
Hills is embarking on a down-
town revitalization plan includ-
ing a new train station. I believe
in capital reinvestment in our
community as a whole and this
INCLUDES our schools. I back
the D86 referendum”

Austin is not the first vil-

“T am aware of the endorsement, and it is
clear to me that Len’s statement was made
as a private citizen.”

Clarendon Hills village manager Kevin Barr on village

president Len Austin’s public endorsement of the

District 86 referendum

lage president to take a pub-
lic position on this or another
District 86 referendum ques-
tion.

Hinsdale village president
Tom Cauley has expressed
his support for the current
referendum question, while
former Burr Ridge mayor
Mickey Straub opposed the
November referendum in an
e-mail transmission.

Yvonne Mayer of Burr
Ridge, a candidate for the
District 86 Board of Edu-
cation, questioned Straub’s
right to take a public position
on the referendum question
as mayor, but Straub said he
received an opinion from the
Village of Burr Ridge’s attor-
ney that he possessed a legal
right to do so.

Austin said the Clarendon
Hills village attorney is also
backing his right to endorse
the referendum.

“I do not make this state-
ment as a position of the
board, and will not be asking
our board or staff to support
my position,” he said. “My
support of the D86 referen-
dum is not an official action
as village president.”

Village manager Kevin
Barr said the village itself
“does not have a position” on
the referendum or Austin’s
endorsement.

“I am aware of the endorse-
ment, and it is clear to me that

Len’s statement was made as
a private citizen,” Barr said.

Ed Corcoran, president of
Citizens for Clarendon Hills
(C4CH), which was identified
in Austin’s message, released
a statement in response.

“C4CH is run by a com-
mittee of long-term residents
with fiscally conservative and
socially responsible view-
points who oppose the over-
spending and overtaxing by
the village president and oth-
er elected officials,” Corcoran
said in the statement.

Corcoran denied that C4CH
is “one person,” adding that
the organization consists of
“teachers, parents, environ-
mental experts, financial ana-
lysts, engineers and retirees.”

“C4CH committee mem-
bers have a widespread fol-
lowing and a passion for
preserving CH property val-
ues, while supporting the
schools and charming village
we all love,” he said in the
statement. “There is no sin-
gle person or group which
represents the whole of our
charming village.

“Our village president does
not represent CH regarding
school matters, and we be-
lieve his approach, whether
ego-driven or well-inten-
tioned, greatly damages prop-
erty values.”
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Lifetime Resident of Clarendon Hills
34 Years of Full-Time Experience
Second Generation Realtor

62 Bonnie Lane, Clarendon Hills

5/6 BR, 3.2 BA 2 Story w/Fin Basement
$789,000

Condos for Sale:
1198 Royal Glen Dr Unit 206, Glen Ellyn
1 BR, 1 BA w/beautiful views tucked away with
lots of privacy

$90,000

740 Cherrywood Ln Unit C, Willowbroook
2 BR, 2 BA w/water views. Nice quiet location!
$183,500
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